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A ROLE OF ELDERLY HOUSING WITH LIFE SUPPORT SERVICES
IN A SOCIETY WITH A DECLINING POPULATION.

— CURRENT SITUATION AND ISSUES IN MIYAGI AND I WATE PREFECTURES —
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Abstract

In order to supply the housings for the elderly people where they are able to lead secure life
in a familiar environment, the government heavily subsidized the augmentation of the elderly
housing with life support services. The questionnaire and interview survey was conducted on 125

elderly housing with life support services in Miyagi and Iwate prefectures in 2014. The results
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showed that these housings were categorized into three: medical, welfare and residential. Rather
than functioning as the place where the elderly people keep their own livings, in a “medical”

type, it supported the increased rate of home treatment or the cutback in long-term care hospi-
tals. In a “welfare” type, the changes into nursing care facilities and the services tailored to
nursing care were found. In addition, there are some common issues in each types of housing.
They were the safety confirmation and monitoring, the enclosure business model and the commu-
nication within the housing also in the local community. Different viewpoints of business opera-
tors on those housings are hard to be understood only when we read the conditions of residence,
and concern is for the expanding qualitative gaps on services in each housing. To reach the ob-
jectives of Act on Securement of Stable Supply of Elderly Persons’ Housing, it is necessary to

resolve these issues as well as to increase the supply of the elderly housing with life support

services.
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