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THE USE OF WITHOUT AS A CONJUNCTION
IN EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY ENGLISH

N R B o-om OB OB
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F—7U— F gAML without, 18MALIEGE, v a vV VL
Key words : the conjunctive without, Eighteenth-Century English, Dr. Johnson

E B

AR Rl FA S0 Fii i 5 T &b - 72 without %, ‘unless; if..not” OE. 2% O HEDFMH AL ksl & L
THOZDORHNVFNLT, AHTRASS LLFHRREEZ o T B8, LU (1500—1700)
WCEEAsns, LEALZOMEICHEMICE R UEHEREXO Y 3 vV VIELZITIHHFEICHIT L
A Dictionary of the English Language ®HC “Not in use”’s 2% 0 [(BFETID) EbhEn] L
IXEEMN LTS,

INRTIEL TOEGEEHES~L BT S oo, 55 Bl /NG, Ffi%FER1LEo 7 F 2 %
4 U, Dr. Johnson O WLFIZ &b 697, Hkiaa D without 1 Congreve, Richardson, Field-
ing 213 U &9 5 18MALHT 2 KT 2MEXDIEMICIEH B3 RER SN L0, BIETEIMDOTHTH 5
T EEHSMIT LT,

Abstract

The use of without as a conjunction meaning ‘unless’, which is branded as substandard, dialec-
tal, or even vulgar in Present-day English, was common in the Early Modern English period
(1500—1700) but later in the eighteenth century the conjunctive without was described by Dr.
Johnson in his Dictionary (1755) as “not in use”. Based upon an examination of some 20 texts
written in the 18th century, this paper demonstrates that, despite Johnson’s view, the conjunc-
tive without is still found among the works of such good writers as Congreve, Richardson and

Fielding in the first half of the 18th century, although it is extremely rare in its latter half.
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A K I A A E G T dH - 7o without %
‘unless; if ... not DE. 2 F O HEDFM X %=
%<%ﬁﬂ&bfmw5®iﬁw WHT, A4H
TRASOLIBHRMREZEZSNTN S, LS
TEELTREAFALTOLTE, HCAFEEALD
B, @ without @ #fdail ik 3 WD EE C
D, LWOEHE THDLNIZDOD, £ L THOEML S,
LODLIHEEFETREDNGBL B 7DD, &
H0EAELLLERMBEALTINE LT
7D 1AL O D D BT P, P AERE
(Early ModE, 1500—1700) TiEFir ohn 5

 RELS KB IT O TE#EREE, S biIFH
%é%?ﬁﬁﬁ\@ﬁfﬁ%T%%ﬁﬂWMmm
DFELWERIE, REBNOSAFHTH %,

FH o DM HER 3 s & L T without
DRERPIEF AN SNIZT S ETH B0, 4l
BZ0—& LT, YHENHREC 2R E,
R OBEFRITALE T 5 & 2 oh 5 18D HEEE
WZIRAE U Ty 2 D 1004F 1 Bk @ without 43
FRICEOREMbh T iR LR
Jo

II

AEWIZA B HTIZ, without O Efeqa HIEIZ D0
TINETHONITH > TOAEEEHLTEE
T2 FEEHEODHABMO . Z O FIEE R E
S UIe AR BRI WL S TH B, X
—EBOEEE ., L, FREF IS S/ E L a s
VEDBHBIETITH B,

FESE by RN kR & LT O without IZF

KkULicoid, B8 6L, 8o 1 ¥ 23D
KlFr CHERBERXO Y 2 v v vt (Dr.
Samuel Johnson, 1709—84) T&dH %, 17554EH)
® A Dictionary of the English Language (s.v.
Without. conjnct.) 28T, “Unless; if not;
except.” EWLIHIEFEDH L1T, “Not in use”

(17984ERR TlE “Not in use, except in conver-
sation”) "\ 2% 0 [(BIfETIE) fEbhizn]

EWVHLFEA L, 161D FEA Philip Sidney
(1554=86) 5 2 BIG I L T B, (BEAIT,
1814 D Bl S5 Lowth (1762) % Murray
(1795) I ZOMEICET 2 5 RIFR6 N zn,)
Va vy R, 1D ER S THIIT S
7 BRI S5 <R FE M OED (1933,
1989*, s.v. Without C. conj. 2.) ¥, Z DMk
DOIEBITEE T 2 205 LWt & &5 73 1 %212
LT b, zhiZk s &, i without
M, HWEEE U T thatfi%Z WO . without that
&9 #EEaf] (conjunctional phrase) 173
DY, ZOD that WAMEIN T, without S HLjh
THa OBSREA R T XD ICHB -7 bDTH S
EHEAL, HIZROBRITIHBRTUO B,

Formerly common in literary use, most
frequently with verb in subjunctive; later
collog. (‘not in use, except in conversation’
J. 1755) or arch., and now chiefly illit.

FIUAXH ¢ ) WO “J. 1755” I3 Johnson’s
Dictionary (1755) ® Z & Tdh % B3,
conversation” F17T98FMTEM SN2 b DT,
LTS5 EFI D HIRRIT 13780 S D 201FLHIEH D
ATH% OED Oz, UiiizHEE I LI TR
—RI T H - 7o B, BICHEER (colloquial)y &
%W (archaic) 1IC D, A TldHE&ELT
2E (lliterate) D EFEENTH B, £ 9
bDThb, H2M (1989) TWET AV HHKFED
HETbHibNn s, LBILLTHS, OED DHL
A B T 57— B3RS THR0nA, 18]
I TS heY s vy vEllo 3 X v M
BRLTHWAEZ ENS G, 18IHIELIFEIEEEL 2 &
FTUMEbhi -t ERTH20THAS
Mo

Z b bEERGHED without (WL DEHD S
Rohzom, OED & MED m3Li2 21 5 x4
OplE, 14 D FFA William Langland O 88
#H5% Piers Plowman, C-text T2 Z 52D TH
5o PR, BIEPHEARDHIEFATITE L

“except in
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T\ TOROUFEE Z R LT MED 22 5
FUHT %, BHO cl1400 BZEAROHIFEER. )
WD ?2al38T I FEIEDHINEFERE LT DT, HIH
Bl RED D E WD T LT B, 1B,
SUABIH O TP AR =V FK, FEERREHESO
bDOTHB, (LT, R

c1400 (?a1387) PPLC (Hnt HM 137) 5.176:
Quath conscience to te king, ‘whith-oute
comune help, Hit is ful hard .. per-to hit to
brynge.’ (= Said Conscience to the King,
“unless the commons help [mel], It is very

hard ... to bring this about.””’

OED & EflZ#iHHl & LT, 15k o FH ik
5 2. ERREE (ModE) WIIZA D, 161l H
S 4. 1THEAC S 2 filL 181AL A S 2 fil 191t
oo THlZ2EHFELTHWSE, 95 —>0D MED
(s.v. withoute conj.) & ##iai without &
% (a) ‘unless, if ... not’ & (b) ‘without its
being the case that’® @ _DIZ4 1}, AIHICD
WTIE RIZHIH L7z Piers Plowman @ % ] %
ELT, 15 h e THl. ot 8#l%E. (b) I
DLTERISHAL ORI Z 1 Dalsk L T 5,

OED, MED LS T, BREHyaiFmEfA L T
<5 D i Jespersen & Fowler, < % 1T
Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage (VLT
WNWD) £ 50\ TdHh %, Jespersen (¥ Modern
English Grammar, V (1940) TI15{ KM 520
AP R 2 ZEL TS XA S D% 9 DT T
WBA, KR EDABIDOZIEITIE SN TR,
Fowler ® Modern English Usage (s.v. with-
out) (I, #IHK (1926) & Gowers IZ & % UETH
2 Wi (1965) T, #Ewea ik D without (= un-
less) % “good old English, but bad modern
English—one of the things that many people
say, but few write;” Wi U Tuy5%, Burchfield
IZX BHETH 3 i (1996) & Butterfield i2 & %
BAMR DG 4 L (2015) TR o TiE (1417
ATl FREEFRETH - 7o L~ B 05, 181iH#

18 HC 3R 1T B 1 2 Bl Flik © without

I TIRSED Johnson @ 3 £ v b ([(BIfEID)
bz AN THERETFTHD, TDH%
BIREBICHE, FREMEL L TAHICES
T3 EE9,

WDEU (1989, 1994*, s.v. without) &. 4t
IZ 3t 72 Johnson & 7 A VU 71 O FEE MR E K
Noah Webster (1758 —1843) IZE K& LN 6
RO K5 ISRV Z LT 5, ‘unless’ %
BT 5 without D ke Hikid. > TR
BEIZNLIRTS (‘perfectly respectable’) FHETH -
7o, 181H#d & TiZid Johnson A3 17554EH D &
ET TEHHETD Ebhsn] AT7T984FM T
[ZEUATEEDNE ] ) SR T 5 1FE M
(“grace”) DL VFEHEIZIE - T/, Webster 1$
18284 I DFEE T, Z D e & L TD without
I3 “good writers and speakers” D[ T3 un-
less > except IZIZEAEH > THboh T3
M, —REEDZEE (“popular discourse or par-
lance”) TEHEFEHIHF LN THE, 5D,
OED O 5|z 53 & Johnson & Webster
D LRI P PR H (“premature”) TIEH -
s, HESEIERSOBA B >TNBEENS
R EAEIICIEL L EBNTU0 S, 191
VR 35 a 5 2 03 R EEELS. FHIRIA T
HIZE 2 2 LRBZITBRNES I,

20THACER AR IS HIAT & 7o BER, REEEE I
#Z1Z. LDCE (2003) o &S5tz bZz b ZDH
EAHERZID EFThiiuns o bbb 08, B0k
T3 & DD KFI without % ‘unless’ D E
THWS OIS, d LARTE. a7
E & LT b (Bryant (1962), Copperud (1970),
Greenbaum & Whitcut (1988), Peters (2004)
7 E. BHFHEo COD (1951), RHD (1987),
NODE (1998), WNWCD (2002) 75 &),

N & TRTEIETGRD? S Hlr LTy iR
#I. D% V17004EE % TR, KR s T
72k THEHN, 18 S IFESFLETIIMIC
20, 19AUBREEEL C 3PN TIRIZEA L
fibnizmh, ZITOHEPHRESZZSZ
BEIITIHE-TeEITHB, THHTL % L181H
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W1 DO M- B Ko iIcEbh b, TR,
Z D18 1T B U THERE R without SFERRIT &
OREFLNTHEILERTALI,

I

AIECh 7z &5y RERICHI Ly 171
U & TS W TE T H - 7o BRI without
Td 55, Dr. Johnson 2318 &I 4T L
rehEET, ZOBENSAEEE D TH, [
Ei3) Ebhsn] EETHLA13E, 18D
XATebiE, COMEERIFIDOTHAI M.
DEFEE S~ FE S 18I T hi
B, T B N, BHESER2IEO T F X b a
FE LI, BB, —Wic L TRERTF 2 b %
Kt Uy HIBINERIC & 72 - 7o hiy KR HEM AT 5t
TFZI, WbWBI—XZEFH Ui, 72720,
ZOBA BIEFIZ TN THILT F 2 b 4
MERL TS, ZTDFRIEB, RIDRTEBOTH
%o BBOIERD D BIEFIT DN TINS5 05,
znlHtiE ¢ ) WIS UHITERIET S %,

18{itfC T (1700—50)

Congreve, The Way of the World(1700)
Pope, An Essay on Criticism(1711)

~, An Essay on Man(1733—4)

Steele, Letters of Richard Steele(1717—28)
Defoe, Robinson Crusoe(1719)

~, Journal of the Plague Year(1722)
Swift, Gulliver's Travels(1726)

Haywood, Eliza, Philidore and Placentia(1727)
Gay, The Beggar's Opera(1728)
Richardson, Pamela(1740)

Fielding, Joseph Andrews(1742)

~, Tom Jones(1749)

Smollett, Roderick Random(1748)

S = = O O =2 O O O O O O N

18fitfC & (1750 —1800)

Sterne, Tristram Shandy (1760—1) 0
Walpole, The Castle of Otranto(1764) 0
Goldsmith, The Vicar of Wakefield(1766) 0

., She Stoops to Conquer(1773) 0
Sheridan, The School for Scandal(1777) 0
Burney, Frances, Evelina(1778) 0
_, Cecilia(1782) 1
Boswell, Life of Johnson(1791) 0

fEH R8I AT LB TR LI, 1E
EAEDEMMPISIALZ LT 5 K5 BEMTH
5o WP TR, Lttt BLN O OAT 51t
RROJEE % fi v 72 William  Congreve (1670 —
1729) ® =B The Way of the World (1700)
12241, Eliza Haywood (c.1693—1756) O /Naii
Philidore and Placentia (1727) 12 1 ffl. Sam-
uel Richardson (1689 —1761) O 3 fi§j & /Nt
Pamela (1740) 125 ffl. Henry Fielding (1707—
54) D /N Joseph Andrews (1742) & Tom
Jones (1749) IzzhZzhn 1, ZhiZEFoD
Frances Burney (1752 —1840) D /Nt Cecilia
(1782) 1T 1 flikE C 5, EARREE (ModE, 1500—
1900) @ HH % i ry 2 < &k L T3 OED
(s.v. Without C. conj. 2.) &181HHIZBI L TiX
—HRAITI A S L TOIRWOER D ST 2 Fil
Jespersen (s.v. MEG V [1940], §215.7) &
Defoe ® Roxana? o 1 LAk L TE 57,
FHZEOMNELIPIEEHT 20130 ED
B, ZTOEKRTHINSDOMFIZD b DS
AAEAHALE L TERNH B EEZLS5NEDT,
LT, 9XTHIMNT5Z&IC7 5,

Congreve, The Way of the World (1700):

(1) ’Twere better for him you had not been
his confessor in that affair, without you
could have kept his counsel closer. (II.
215—7)

(2)  Millamant 1 could consent to wear ’em,

if they would wear alike, but fools never
wear out —they are such drap-du-Berry

things, without one could give ’em to

one’s chambermaid after a day or two!

(Im. 271—4)
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Haywood, Eliza, Philidore and Placentia
(1727):

(3) ’Tis not enough to say I pity your misfor-
tune without I give you some further

proof of the sense I have of it. (p. 207)

Richardson, Pamela (1740):

(4) T was all confounded; and said at last; It
does not become your poor Servant to
stay in your Presence, Sir, without your
Business require’d it; (pp. 22—3)

(5) And so, as you order'd me to take her
Advice, I resolved to tarry to see how

things went, without he was to turn me

away; (p. 26)

(6) And if he does come, where is his Prom-

ise of not seeing me without I consent to

it? (p. 180)

(7) She will meet with but an indifferent Re-

ception from me, without she comes

resolv'd to behave better than she writes.

(p. 335)

(8) Now I think of it, said he, this must not

be, neither; for without you’d give her

the Hand, in your Chariot, my Wife
would be thought your Woman, and that
must not be. (p. 431)

Fielding, Joseph Andrews (1742):
(99 Where could I possibly, without I had
stole it, acquire such a Treasure? (p.

147)

Fielding, Tom Jones (1749):

(10 and believe me when I assure you I can

18 HC 3R 1T B 1 2 Bl Flik © without

never be made completely happy without

you generously bestow on me a legal

right of calling you mine forever. (p. 721)

Burney, Cecilia (1782):

() “ ... but I have no heart for refusal, nor
would my sister at this moment be thus
distressed, but that I have nothing more

to give without I cut down my trees, or

sell some farm, since all I was worth, ex-

cept my landed property, is already gone.
.7 (pp. 377—8)

BIZEF 1B, EHEONINE THERTE
ISHACO B D LT TH %, 1FELEAERTHE
WXL, L REMEV S L HENXRICR S
5HITH B, FAELUIMERIBAT 5 AL 21/EM T
EAESMICRON B M, ZOBFEEZ N ERSE N,
DI EABZNT, BEROSPNBEEZATHA
5o 18MALICHiT T 2 AP35 KRR T — &
MELBTONMLLTHAS, LHL., Congreve,
Richardson, Fielding &\ - 7o 42 FE T 5
LOBXANTZBNH Abflio T3 &9 FHFEIT,
JEIZ 372 Jespersen Mat %9 5 Defoe & il Z
THEZABE, 1ITIKELENZETIER TS, 181
W FRCHFEE TR ARBERONE EFZ 5D
T, 18P IEICHIT I N AR S
hieva vy oto [@fETiR) Ebhitn]
EW ) EfEIZ, WDEU (1989, 1994°) iR+
&0, PROBHIMPLEFT 22 bHNE 0N
M, 18R PIC BT 2 EERNEZZ S &, 4
RDOHFETF, XALBIZ, HLORENLN -
LEEAR ML LN, EIRENETIEH S
D, WIRLREPSEIZEZATH 5,

IV

Y b 1Ko, 1T EE T2 his
DITHOWSRA TN, Z20%, EhbiEXZ
LI THEHR, AHTENE. AE. FMaEBEZ S
N T B EEkE O without 28D _Eif, 18
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MRICB O THEBIC EOREMHEbN TV S e
=1,

18HHE A2 RE T B & 5 AMER, fEShZ T,
20RARZEPFA Lo, AR AL O MEmITITEL
INBEN, BPICBREEEFEAER SN L, L
U LT 5 DIi3 Congreve, Richardson,
Fielding &\ > 72, MEFTHAKD H - 7/EX
72HbTh B, 18MELITTICEY 3~ % FLRERY 732 SEFT1F
MDD T, fEFEBEIEREZILNN, b5
ERALTIEWE 0D, 20— T, HilEm
ZH - ERMBENENWEIATHAH, 18]k
K POERBRNEIZTNAEESTEHDTHD,
1A IR A 7S ER. FAFOEmICHA S h
5ZEEFH-ThH, HiBEPHE. HVIEFREE
R shs e -5 HNRAEZTHIE260
ThHb, *
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1) ¥ a >y rORATTS N2 1T98EMIC ] S
N %iBi (“except in conversation”) (F.
WDEU (1989) @ 5|HIic#ts DT, FH 5
FARHTH %,

2) Z D that %1 - 72 without that #E2DS ‘un
lesss DE TN 5 HEII>WWTSH, OED
(s.v. Without C. conj. 1. c.) 15T D
Bl 2. 161ACHTE OB 1. DEF 3 Fladsk L T
5. BIfERFERH ELTWLW5, MED (sv.
withouten prep. 11) 1%, Z ® without % Hj
Ea SO, (a) except that, (b) unless, (c)
in addition to the fact that, (d) law. even
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were it substantiated that &0 - 72ffi % O E
A dH o HEkiah] (conjunctive phrases)
ELTW5b, (a) ‘except that @& D] HIH]
212004E 8 (Ormulum) ® & O TH % B,
(b) ‘unless’ DOED I HBIF14324F D F FHIZ
EI5bDT, TNEEDISHI S5 6 %
AEk LT %, OED DD HIA &Hl L T,
1I6HAL D EC N THERICR LD TH A 5
3 ) Piers Plowman, B-text T3 W& Hrid
“but the commune wil assent ...” (= unless

the commons will assent) &. without T

1275 < T, but bR T3,
* KRAERRIZ BT - TR WFFESCRk D 2 CTRE

R EREBIR O AKIMEF RIT B MERIZ 1 5 72,
Bl L BT 5,

— 12—



