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THE USE OF WITHOUT AS A CONJUNCTION
IN EARLY MODERN ENGLISH
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AP IS BIE AT E & Td - 72 without % ‘unless’ D EMROEfil & L THWADIE45HTIEA
SbLARRBmEBEZONTOAH, FIHERL (1500—1700) TIIEHETEETH -7 EFZ 50T 5,
L LUZDORFZEMNITIERNTOS, /NmTlE, URERET2TIADIEHFIZEX 52030 /Em (B
G HlL %) 1ITs E DU T, Skelton, Haws, Sidney, Jonson, Etherege, Congreve 7% &—#dD XA
FHEDPHIME > T0BRTTH D, BHEGREEMSh2 3 E—ILLTLWiah -2 & PERORE
IZDAEDS A 7 RET ODAERYRFIZSH > TRHANNIE D TH -7 2 EEW ST LT,

Abstract

The use of without as a conjunction meaning 'unless', which is branded as substandard, dialec-
tal, or even vulgar in Present-day English, is considered to have been common or even 'in stan-
dard literary use' in the Early Modern English period (1500 —1700). This generally held view
lacks solid data, however. Based on an examination of 203 works written by 79 poets, dramatists,
essayists, and other writers representing the period, this article argues that the conjunctive with-
out was far from common, and indeed was rather rare, during the period. It was occasionally
used by a few writers; and these included Skelton, Haws, Sidney, Jonson, Etherege, and
Congreve. Shakespeare's use of it only in the speech of members of the lower class was unique

or exceptional.
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I

AT EIE P AE R T dH 5 without 78 'unless; if ... not' OEROHEFea & LTI E KD IT7E -
7oDiE, ER EIF 14K TH 5, u@%%éﬂﬁﬁ‘{f@ without [Z W AREE (Early Modern English,
1500—1700, LIF Early ModE &M&EL) TRHEKE SNIcX D THAH, BIIITAZ EHEI &
TRMICE D, I9MLLRREEEL Z A TRIEBEA DN IZD, T TOAHSPRGEALEE
FZAZONDLIITI T B, FEHS UMA « HE2020) (3. Jeic. MEOESHKNEC. 2305
RE] & B O BE T ALE 3 2 18I AL IEGE I B 1 2 AERIRIABIEE LU, TORER U7/ 2 &3, 181l
Wi, HEHEZ 2 & sh 2 RT3 KT - NF LA LR NI ETH-7, €I T, 4
mliE, € OWHLEIRSGE 2D B, TE 27202 DIfEMICHID, ED LS BIEEN, FEIT DR
B, e D without 2> T B DEBIE LI E- S,

I

"Unless' Z &M % #kia without ODRERIEEICIOWTIE, I —HORE, EE, EEHEMNH
HIZANTOWARITH O AARRITIFER L0, ZOHD D OATIZ DN TR, SEiT/Ma « 1E (2020,
pp. 106—107) TRRFHLIMMLIZDOT, T2 TRMLEMRRZEIZET 2 07210 %2 T MHICHNT
%o

JES R EL I AR S < KEEL OED (1933, 1989%, s.v. Without C. conj. 2.) (&, #IHHEREFEICBI L T
161 S 4 B, 17THAS S 2 B ZGdsk LT 5, LAY EEEE TH 5 Fowler's Modern Enghsh
Usage (s.v. without) DI (1926) E&ETH 2 L (1965) 3. #Ebiaa ED without (= unless) |
DUVT, "good old English, but bad modern English —one of the things that many people say,
but few write;" Ezb~, HIZH 3k (1996) &5 4 ik (2015) Tid "Once (14—17c.) in standard lit-
erary use" &EAKINIZRHNZII/RL Th5d, 2% 0, /NaTHEIZ L TO 516 — 1T O FIIHLAREE
TREXZIELFELUTEEEELETH-TEVLIRTH 5, RGBT A M GEFT LT IR
% Jespersen, Modern English Grammar, V (1940, § 21.5.7) (&, 15K D S 2042 HIEHIZE S
BB/ R XADPS JELsk LT B0, €05 bl6ftid L 1T OHIZEhENn 1 TH B, T AU ARD
#Bik3E Webster's Dictionary of English Usage (1989, 1994°, s.v. without) 3. WD TIEEAITILIK
75 (‘once perfectly respectable') JHiETdH - 72H3, 181#d F TiZ i Johnson 28 1T554EFHI D EEET [ (B
ETid) fEbhnsun] ATBIEMTIE (A TR b)) ERLT 513 EMm (grace) DILVGE
BIZR > TnicE v, [ TR BRSO ER BRI TOIR 0, 18IRLIH. D% D 16,171
TRIEEOBVGEETH 7L 2 ETH A S, LLEM, WIHLEORGSICH T 2 #fiai & LTD with-
out \IZANIHPVIIOXR» S oI AR TH 5,

A H TR, IEEEREE, b LARAE. Bk LR on T 2H#aHED without 3. HIHL
R¥EGEE (BEarly ModE) 1280\ TiESAD9 D, HHEREEZEZ o T icd ) TH S, L. FEREITE
EORERONICEDBDD, EOLIBHFEEXFMES72EDBDMN, E-72lHBEFIAFTH S, U
Ty ZOHIDEHSMIZLIZWER S,

I

EEhE (Middle English, LU F ME) &E#IHLEREEE (Early ModE) DEERICALE T % 5 A John
Skelton (1460?—1529) % Stephen Hawes (c.1475—1530) » 5. #HELRSEFE (Early ModE) &%
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W REE (Late ModE) OHEFITHLE T 5 BIfER William Congreve (1670—1729) 128 % £ T, K
RIIZIZ BB L 2150040 S 17004EEH £ TITHI T S NAcFEAL BITER. &, MEFRETIANIT KL 52030
ez O B, e without D HERIRIEZBIE T 5, MBIORKFRBEFITHICE T F X MgHED it
BETIELIZEDTH BN, bW sa— 22 FHALcbDbH 5, (JAFKEED 'unless'  'if ...
not' W ELDFPAMBROPAET RETH - EHSI M TORIIODNTR—TBTINBITEED, 4%
DFEE LTzn,)

Ko DR AROBLERUEORE DIRARKELD. EORRD, EDEEN, EORE[M->Thah%
MBI 2 ETHBEDT, LITIT, fEER fEmBl OB A, BE. s L < FHITHERIITR T,
722U A—FE THE S 286 3 M—EmIcANET 5, 4 80 EH 584513 Works &Kl Em#ix
C ) WITRT, RENIT, 161 E1THEALITH T, BT hEn 2hiF BRI TR TY S,

<1614 (1500 —1600) >

16 ATE (1500 —1550) -
Skelton, The Complete Poems of John Skelton (1483—1528) 5
Hawes, The Pastime of Pleasure (1509) 4
More, Utopia (1516. Robynson's transl., 1551) 0
Fisher, English Works of John Fisher (1520—1535) 0
Barclay, The Boke of Codrus and Mynaclues (1521) 0
Tyndale, The Obedience of a Christen Man (1528) 0
Elyot, The Boke Named the Governour (1531) 1
Heywood, John, The Play of the Weather (1533) 0
0
2
0
0
0
0

, The Four P.P. (c1545)

———, A Dialogue of Proverbs (1546)

Wyatt, Poetical Works (al542)

Ascham, Toxophilus (1545)

, The Affairs and State of Germany (1553)
, The Scholemaster (1570)

16142 (1550 —1600) -
Sackville, The Tragedy of Gorboduc (1565)
Udall, Ralph Roister Doister (1566)
Gascoigne, Supposes (1573)
, The Steele Glas (1576)
?Stevenson, Gammer Gurton’s Nedle (1575)
Lyly, Euphues: the Anatomy of Wit (1578)
————, Sapho and Phao (1584)
————, Endimion: the Man in the Moon (1591)
————, Mother Bombie (1594)
Spenser, The Shepheardes Calender (1579)

O O D O OO OO o o o o
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, The Faerie Queene (1590—1609)

Greene, Pandosto’ The Triumph of Time (1588)

, The Scottish History of James the Fourth (1598)
————, Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay (1594)
Puttenham, The Arte of English Poesie (1589)
Nashe, The Anatomy of Absurdities (1589)
————, Pierce Penniless (1592)

, The Unfortunate Traveller (1594)

——, Summer’s last Will and Testament (1600)
Lodge, Rosalynde: Euphues Golden Legacie (1590)
Sidney, Arcadia (The Old Arcadia, 1590)

———, Arcadia (The New Arcadia, 1590—93)
———, Astrophel and Stella (1591)

, The Defence of Poesy (1595)

Barnfield, The Affectionate Shepheard (1594)
Drayton, Endimion and Phoebe (1594)

Kyd, Thomas, The Spanish Tragedy (1594)
Chettle, Piers Plainness: Seven Years  Prenticeship (1595)
Peele, The OIld Wives’ Tale (1595)

Davies, Orchestra’ or, a Poem of Dancing (1596)
Raleigh, The Discovery of Guiana (1596)

Deloney, Jack of Newberie (1597?)

, The Gentle Craft, Parts I & II (1597—8?)
, Thomas of Reading (al600)

Marlowe, Works (7) (1590—1600)

Shakespeare, Works (41) (1590—1613)

O O DO O OO OO o o o o
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16MF 2RI B 1 2 ERIRILE — L U 7R B #Eei ik D without W FRENICP N ETH B,
161 WIBH D Skelton & Hawes D #fEdm 16IHALAK D Sidney DEMICHI. DL 60 ThH %, HijETIE
A LUZION Q4R D9 B4 AN (41Em). BFTIE2IA B2fEm) 4 A (91 ULafii-Tn
e MMFRICHI L. 1R REZR BT T REL TS EERF 0L, —fTliFEnc &
WHEZATHAI, 16IHILDHTFEERFEZEIPVULFHELIRTAL I,

16 D1 TiX. More, Fisher, Tyndale, Ascham © ®#(3. Wyatt DFFIC T SN T, BT h
72 Skelton & Hawes @ #Ff. Elyot & John Heywood O IZHE Z 5721 Th %, Skelton & Elyot 5>
cxhzEn 1 HET 20, 5IHXBHEHO () WITR LB FERIESOHITE (b LS BHES) 2R,
THEIEZESOLDTH 5,

(1) (1516) Without our ship be sure, it is likely to brast, (Skelton, Complete Poems, p. 244)
(2) (1531) ... but he will not take pains to teach without he may have a great salary, (Elyot,
The Boke named The Governor, p. 44)
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F 72, without S that Zff - 72#1d Hawes 121 R o 5,

(3) (1517) Without that you in your mynde wyll repayre / It for to spende in Ioye and

pleasaunce (Hawes, The Pastime of Pleasure, 3988—9)

1614 %2 Tld. Udall, Gascoigne, Spenser &5 » 7ZBIfERXPFFAL HiZid. Shakespeare LLHii D E
¥ % & DAL T, Shakespeare IZ&IF L7223V 73 < 72U "University Wits' ( [ K¥FF ALD EFrEh
% Lyly, Marlowe, Greene, Lodge, Kyd, Peele &5 72 Oxford % Cambridge & D BITERK 72 b DAE
mici3 S Ao, I —HOFFAPCHERENLE > TOHICTHER A, GEEhHNSPDIEFTY
P RZPDFEAN « &R » A Sir Philip Sidney (1554—86) ThH %5, X © < » X Arcadia D FJhK
(The Old Arcadia) 12106, Z O ETM (The New Arcadia) 1IZ20f i &5 25, vV x v b
Astrophel and Stella &&¥if The Defence of Poesy iZb TN N 1 HiEEZ 5, (572412, unless (T &
DM T B EDNTNIEN) €D 5 LD 2 FIZRITIFT

(4) (1590) 'T tell you', saith Dametas, 'it is not for me to be an officer without I may be obeyed.'
(Sydney, Arcadia (The Old Arcadia), p. 34, 1. 13-14)

(5) (1591) Driven else to grant, by angel’s sophistry, / That I love not, without I leave to love.
(Sydney, Astrophel and Stella, 61.13-14)

b U7z &1z ) ¥R ZYPERE T 2 HWER B FDbRR 0D LT, WARBEREDOH 5
Shakespeare (¥ 3 DOEIT, €hEhn 1 MFT D> Tb, (. unless (A TI60MLL EfE - T
55)

(6) (1592—3) Dro. A very reverent body: ay. Such a one as a man may not speak of without he
say “Sir-reverence.” (The Comedy of Errors, 111.i1.90-91)

(7) (1594—5) Speed. Without you? nay, that’s certain; for without you were so simple, one else
would: (The Two Gentlemen of Verona, 11.1.36—17)

(8) (1598—9) Dog. Five shillings to one on’t, with any man that knows the [statues], he may
stay him; marry, not without the Prince be willing, (Much Ado about Nothing, 1I1.iii.78 —80)

JHH (X unless Z1# 95 Shakespeare Th 518, LIZZ T/ 3HIcBLTiE. 6) $EMHL (bondman).
(D) 3/ E (page)s (8) (X (constable) . EWvo7clvbW b FEROBFHTH > T3S, TDMAH
¥ Jespersen (1940, § 21.5.7) MBFUTERL TWEEZATEHH B, SHIYK B4 (vulgar)
H] S A OERIEH & F A2 50 AN,

<1714 (1600—1700) >

171 ATE (1600 —1650) -
Dekker, The Shoemaker’s Holiday (1600) 1
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, The Honest Whore, Part I (1604) & Part II (1630)
, The Gull's Hornbook (1609)

Jonson, Works (8) (1600—1631)

Breton, Pasquils Passe and Passeth Not (1600)

———, Characters (1615)

———, Strange News out of Divers Countries (1622)
Campion, Observations in the Art of English Poesie (1602)
Marston, Works (5) (1602—1606)

Daniel, A Defence of Rhyme (1603)

Camden, Remaines of a Greater Worke concerning Britaine (1605)
Chapman, Works (4) (1605—1613)

Bacon, The Advancement of Learning (1605)

Heywood, Thomas, Works (5) (1607—1633)

Middleton, Works (5) (1607 —1657)

Greville, The Tragedy of Mustapha (1609)

, The Life of the Renowned Sr Philip Sidney (1652)
Donne, Works (7) (1611—1633)

Tourneur, The Atheist’s Tragedy (1611)

Webster, The White Devil (1612)

, The Duchess of Malfi (1623)

, The Devil’'s Law-Case (1623)

Beaumont & Fletcher, Works (4) (1613—1620)

Browne, William, The Shepheards Pipe (1614)

Burton, The Anatomy of Melancholy (1621)

Massinger, Works (4) (1624—1658)

Ford, Works (4) (1629—1634)

Herbert, George, The Temple (1633)

Milton, Works (6) (1634—1671)

Shirley, The Traitor: a Tragedy (1635)

Evelyn, The Diary of John Evelyn (1641—1706)

Browne, Thomas, Religio Medici (1643)

Vaughan, The Works of Henry Vaughan (1646—54)
Herrick, Hesperides (1648)

17T EE (1650 —1700) :

Carew, Poems (1651)

Hobbes, Leviathan (1651)

Walton, The Compleat Angler (1653)

Lovelace, Lucasta: Posthume Poems of R. Lovelace (1659)
Pepys, The Diary of Samuel Pepys (1660—1669)

— 122 —

O O O O O O O O O O O N HHO OO OO OO OO OO O o0 o o oo o

o O o o O



WA AEREE 1 35 1) 2 Beftan F L © without

Cavendish, Observations upon Experimental Philosophy (1666)
Crashaw, Steps to the Temple (1670)

Dryden, The Conquest of Granada (1672)

——, Marriage a la Mode (1673)

———, All for Love (1678)

Wycherley, Love in a Wood (1672)

, The Gentleman Dancing-Master (1673)

, The Country Wife (1675)

, The Plain Dealer (1677)

1
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
Traherne, Roman Forgeries (1673) 0
Lee, The Tragedy of Nero (1675) 0
Etherege, The Man of Mode (1676) 4
Bunyan, The Pilgrim’s Progress (1678 —84) 0
Marvell, The Poems & Letters of Andrew Marvell (1681) 0
Otway, Venice Preserv'd (1682) 0
Butler, Hudibras in three parts (1684) 0
Behn, Oroonoko, or the Royal Slave (1688) 0
Locke, Two Treatises on Civil Government (1690) 0
Congreve, Works (5) (1693—1701) 5
Fox, The Journal of George Fox (1694) 0
Vanbrugh, The Relapse (1697) 0
, The Provok’d Wife (1697) 0

1THAIZ BT b, i R 16 R, 2ERMICEmE LAT LI I M ROREEZ L T 5, Hif
TEMAEL2TA (T6/EM) @554 A (9 1THIREZETIE2IA GUEM 4 A (61/Em) L
P> TR,

17HER AT %2 BAKIIZ A TA 5 &, Marston, Chapman, Thomas Heywood, Middleton, Tourneur,
Massinger, Ford 72 EDEIfEX. Donne, Milton, Herbert, Herrick 7% EDF¢ A, ¥ Bacon, ERliD
Thomas Browne 7% 134 i > T2, BIEXD Dekker, Jonson, Webster, Beaumont & Fletcher
WCEFIBIR SN B 723 TH %, Jonson DHFINZ WHIRAEEZ 208, KL EHho> D 3>, o
% D CatilinelZ 2. EpicenelZ 1. Bartholomew Fair 21 DGt 461 TH 5, B4« BEIEIC K A0S
OB EMNEIMERTAS &, Dekker D 1 FlIZHEKADRFITH 5 (H712AIT unless DFIZ I,
Webster & 2105 5 1 BB AROWFEDRFHTH > T 50, %5 1 #l &, Beaumont & Fletcher
D2HIFnING LREEOGHIZE Z 5, Jonson D¥E. (BIKINITIE unless D3R WDS) without
DHlE. Shakespeare DZ N EFEIL D FHl (9 ODXHIZEIFT DO E (chorus) . (10) d&HiT k
MEEOGRETHEbON T 5,

(9) (1611) Such ruin of her manners Rome / Doth suffer now as she's become —— / Without the

gods it soon gainsay / Both her own spoiler and own prey (Jonson, Catiline, 11.583—6

[chorus])

— 123 —



WFZEACEE L Seiyo H12855 25 20214

(10) (1612?) TRUEWIT: 1 cannot help it, without I should take the quarrel upon myself;
(Jonson, Epicene, IV.v.276—1T)

174 T Walton, Pepys, Locke, Fox 7% & D#(3. Dryden, Otway, Vanbrugh 7% & o gk,
Lovelace, Butler, Marvel 7% EDFFHICIFE Z 59, DI MICEFE » B¥EF Cavendish DI &
Wycherley, Etherege, Congreve QEHIIZH 51 57215 Th %, Etherege & Congreve 13 Z O #ifea %
WG L5 I8 bn 20, RRROBFEISEZ 2 T4l (12) ZERFE. iduvahn s LikkEEO GBI
e 5,

(11) (1666) I have declared in my former discourse, that there is no colour without body, nor a

body without colour; for we cannot think of a body without we think of colour too.

(Cavendish, Observations upon Experimental Philosophy, p. 88)

(12) (1676) Condemned she is; and what will become of her I know not, without you generously
engage in a rescue. (Etherege, The Man of Mode, V.ii.108-99)

(13) (1695) and if he can't be cured without I suck the poison from his wounds, I'm afraid he

won't recover his senses till I lose mine. (Congreve, Love for Love, p. 276)

1T A R TH, —HOEENITE > TWB KT TH Y, —RITH - 72 ERFES Z 220 IRI
Thb, FEbNTOBEEEGREDEREEOGRPXA « FEHEOHSUIEZ 2HTH O, 16thidd &2
ATANI, TEEROGHEEIFIZM S5 Shakespeare O ik L LABISNITH 5,

v

Y kL I REEE (Early ModE, 1500—1700) %fRE T 2/ERK. fEmEHubic. TOADIEHFICTL B
203D 1EmZ A Lz, 2004E 2Bl L Td. S0 mE L LT b, Hfiad without 2> T AEH X
K28, fEMBUCE > TR LEETH 5, SHDIEF T AL > T, FIHIEAIEEEIC B 1 5 Hefvea
without IZB 3 2Mi— DT & & 15 N& | Fowler, Modern English usage'™' (1926~2015, s.v.
without) @ 'good old English, but bad Modern English' &7, 14— 171# Ti¥ 'standard literary
use'! THhoNEVWIFFEZDODFTERTIANEIDFICTEITLTOL) WIHEKETH 5, Skelton,
Haws, Sidney, Jonson, Congreve 75 &—#D &AL BIERZEMIIH > T B2 TH O, —i k. Hf
SLUTCEETH o Ic L@ B 0N, Eo, SHRBEHIUHF S LB & - 7ifEE Lo v
bESNT, TEEROGHNEITIZHES Shakespeare @ [ 45 | HEF2=—7 b5 VIIHINNB DT
bote, EFZ 5,

MR RIZZFEZH L2 Lc b O D, 1004E, FHIZIF2004ERE > TERECBHET 2 2 &2 < Fifr, /h&
BAEE LI AEIATHENELENI EIATHA I D

£ % XM

A U7 E 7 F 2 M iE, FEIT Oxford Standard Authors, The World Classics/Oxford World Clas-
sics, Penguin Classics, The Revels Plays, Regent Restoration Drama Series, Regent Renaissance
Series, The New Mermaids D #FITIND & DMNRKFETH B0, &TEINET 5 EHEHITKSD T,
VRS FEFIEZGITHUERIZ T 221 5, Online ®8%E THIH L7 ¥ 1 b id Early English Books
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Online, Renascence Editions, Gutenberg Project, Questia T&h %,
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