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Abstract

Many studies on cognitive process in later life used to emphasize the negative change,
“Losses,” from 1950's to 1980’s. New views of aging mind, based on the life-span developmental
theory which considered development as life-span process from birth to death, have supported
possible models of “Gains” and “Losses” though life-span since 1990, however. Studies on recall
of narrative texts in adulthood by Hosokawa (2009) and Hosokawa & Hosokawa (2006; 2008) clari-
fied “Gains” in each life stage and found that recall performance reflected cognitive characteris-
tics in each life stage could be explained with cognitive-goals : Older adults interpreted the text
deeper and more synthesis than younger adults while younger adults recalled more propositions
than older adults because storage of numerous amounts of information is important for youth
while succession of knowledge accrued with abundant life experience to younger generation just
match the social cognitive task in later life. Therefore, a later study manipulated social cognitive
condition by Hosokawa & Hosokawa (2008) demonstrated that older adults were able to recall
more propositions when they were asked to retell a child the story than those under the condi-
tion in which they were to retell an adult. The results from the sequent studies of recall of nar-
rative texts in adulthood were discussed on the basis of review of literatures from the
perspectives of social cognition and cognition in context.
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