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Abstract

This paper reports on the present state of education and issues at short-term higher education
institutions based on interviews with students transferring from junior colleges or vocational
schools to the third year of humanities or social science undergraduate degree programs at four-
year universities. Most of the students felt that although short-term higher education institutions
had stricter education management systems than universities, there was a lower degree of diffi-
culty in terms of educational content. However, they also felt that short-term education institu-
tions offered closer connections with instructors due to smaller class sizes as well as showed
more attentive consideration for students, whereas four-year universities lacked these advan-

tages.
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