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Abstract

Green Book is a 2018 American biographical comedy-drama film directed by Peter Farrelly.

“Tony Lip” Vallelonga, a working-class Italian-American bouncer becomes the driver of Donald
Shirley, an African-American classical pianist on a tour of venues through the 1960's American South.
They begin their trek armed with The Negro Motorist Green Book, a travel guide for safe travel
through America's racist segregation. The two men find it hard to get along with their opposing views
on life and ideals. However, as the incongruous pair witness and endure America's appalling injustices
on the road, they find a newfound respect for each other's talents and start to face them together.

Upon their return on Christmas Eve, Tony invites Donald to his home. This heartwarming scene offers
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the viewers a sense of relief by playing the role of the “White Savior”. This is a story of cross-cultural

understanding and it undoubtedly serves as an ideal text for Cinema English.
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Record Exec : Here's the deal, Mr. Vallelonga.
It's your job to get Don to all his tour dates
on time. If he misses any shows, you're not
getting your back-end.

Lip : He's not gonna miss any shows.

Record Exec : Good. And you're going to need
this. It's the book I told you about. Sometimes
you're staying in the same hotels, and
sometimes you're not.
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Dolores : Did you go to the A-A-A for the
maps?

Lip : The record guy gave me maps and
directions with the itinerary thing. And
this.

Dolores : The Negro Motorist Green Book?



Lip : Lists all the places coloreds can stay
down south. Like if you're traveling while
black.

Dolores : Traveling while black?

Lip : Yeah. Like if you're black but you gotta
travel for some reason.

Dolores : They got a special book for that?

Lip : I guess. (24-25)
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Patrolman : What's this last name say?

Lip : Vallelonga.

Patrolman : Hell, what kind of name is that?

Lip : Italian.

Patrolman : Oh, now I get it. That's why you
driving this boy around -+ you half nigger
yourself. (85)
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Shirley : May I?

FREESINIZY v —) — T EHRLIED 5,

Dr. Shirley : (reading aloud) “Dear Dolores -
I'm meeting all the highly leading citizens
of the town, people who use big words, all
of them, but you know me, I get by, I'm a
good bullshitter.”

“As I'm writing this letter, I'm eating potato
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chips and I'm starting to get thirsty. I
washed my socks last night and dried them
on the TV. I should have brung the iron.”
(to Lip) You know this is pathetic, right?
(67)
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Dr. Shirley : Tell me what you're trying to

say.
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Dr. Shirley : Tell me what you're trying to
say.

Lip : I don't know. Just ‘- You know, how I
miss her and shit.

Dr. Shirley : Then tell her that. But try to say
it a manner that no one has ever said it.

Lip : Shit ---

Dr. Shirley : And without profanity.

Dr. Shirley : Put this down. “Dolores, when I
think of you, Im reminded of the beautiful
plains of ITowa.” Put it down.

Lip : (repeating) “When-I-think-of-you-I'm-
reminded-of-the-beautiful -++ "

Dr. Shirley : Plains of Iowa.

Lip : What planes?

Dr. Shirley : The plains. P-L-A-I-N-S. Those
big fields we saw.

Lip : Oh, those were nice. (writing) “ --* plains
of JTowa - which is what they call big fields
around here.”

Dr. Shirley : Tony, no expounding.

Lip : No what?

Dr. Shirley : Just write what I say.

“The distance between us is breaking my



spirit --* My time and experiences without
you are meaningless to me.”
Lip : (repeating) “ :-* are meaningless to me.”
Dr. Shirley : Now this -+ “Falling in love with
you was the easiest thing I have ever
done.”
Lip : “Falling in love with you was the easiest
thing ---" This is very fucking romantic.
(67-69)
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Dr. Shirley : One more thing - we will be
attending many events before and after the
concerts, interacting with some of the
wealthiest and most highly-educated people
in the country. It is my feeling that your
diction, as charming as it may be in the tri-

state area, could use a bit of finessing. (35)
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Lip : I don't need no goddamn help. If people
don't like the way I talk, they can go take a
shit. (36)

Vallelonga & W) #EIZDWT S “Valle will make
things easier” (36) EHEIN, HHiEZEZ LN
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Lip : This might be the best Kentucky Fried
Chicken I ever had. But I guess it's fresher
down here, right?

Dr. Shirley : I don't think I've ever met
anyone with your appetite.

Lip : No, I bought the bucket so you could
have some.

Dr. Shirley : I've never had fried chicken in
my life.

Lip : Who vou bullshittin'? You people love

the fried chicken, the grits, the colored
greens -1 love it, too. The negro cooks used
to make it when I was in the army.

Dr. Shirley : You have a very narrow
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assessment of me, Tony.
Lip : Yeah, I'm good, right?
Dr. Shirley : What? No. No, you're not good,

youre bad. I'm saying, just because other
negro people listen to a certain kind of
music doesn't mean I have to. Nor do we all
have to eat the same food.

Lip : Whoa, wait a minute. If you said all
guineas like pizza and spaghetti and
meatballs, I'm not gonna get insulted.

Dr. Shirley : You're missing the point. For you
to make the assumption that -

Lip : Doc, you want some or not?

Dr. Shirley : No.

Lip : Tell me that don't smell good?

Dr. Shirley : It smells okay, but I don't want
to get grease on my blanket.

Lip : Oooh, I'm gonna get grease on my
blankie - have a piece. It ain't gonna kill
va. (51-52)
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Lip : Bobby Kennedy just saved our asses® !

How great is that ?

Dr. Shirley : It's not great - it's not great at
all - it's humiliating.

Lip : The hell you talking about? We were
screwed and now we ain't.

Dr. Shirley : And I just put the Attorney
General of the United States in an incredibly
awkward position.

Lip : So what? That's what the guy gets paid
for. What else he got to do?

Dr. Shirley : That man and his brother are

trying to change this country - that's what

else he's got to do! Now he thinks I'm
garbage. Calling from some backwoods
swamp jail, asking if he can help attenuate
assault charges ---. Who does that? Garbage,
that's who. (pp.89-90)
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Dr. Shirley : Yes, I live in a castle! Alone. And
rich white folks let me play piano for them,
because it makes them feel cultured. But
when I walk off that stage, I go right back
to being another nigger to them - because
that is their true culture. And I suffer that
slight alone, because I'm not accepted by
my own people, because I'm not like them,

either! So if I'm not black enough, and I'm

not white enough, and I'm not man enough,
what am I? (92)
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Lip : Everyone, this is Dr. Donald Shirley!

Dr. Shirley : Merry Christmas.

Johnny : Well, come on, make some room! Get
the man a plate.

Dr. Shirley : You must be Dolores. Buon
Natale. Thank you for sharing your
husband with me.

Dolores : And thank you for helping with the
letters. (113-114)
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Johnny : Figured we'd come up and keep

-
-

=2
= o

Dolores company -+ (7)
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Anthony : You shouldn't be sleeping in the
middle of the day, leaving my daughter
with these sacks of coal. (7)
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Nicola : And why do you hire them to do an

Italian's job? It's a disgrace, (7)
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I have a dream that one day on the red hills

“I have a

of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the
sons of former slave owners will be able to sit

down together at the table of brotherhood.
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